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29 January 1964 


M£MO FOR THE RECORD 
SUBJECT: Gazetteers 


1. Since 1946 the main support oi the BGN has come from sources 
other than the Department of the Interior. Army carried financial burden 
in 1946 and 1947 and shared expenses with CIA in 1948, 1952, and 1953. 
Although CIA has carried major portion of the expenses, Interior has 
received some assistance from the Navy (1950 and 1953) and the Air Force 
to a nominal degree through the present. This occurred despite the fact 
that law passed in 1947 gave place name re sponsibility to the Department 
of the Interior. 


2 V In September 1957, the IG and General Counsel concluded that 
Agency support oi this program should be reviewed periodicaily in order 
that we may properly assess our position with the Bureau of the Budget 
and Congress. General Counsel said that permanent assumption by CIA 
of the Board's function was open to serious questiqn. 


3. In July 1956, Department of Interior proposed that BGN be 
transferred to CIA. This was based on Interior's lack of interest/ 
requirement for foreign gepgrapbic aames. The DD/I response in 
coaversatipn witfr Assistant Seqr f tajry W ormfsr, wa« that auch an 
a s surqptioa qf, function is not frftWn our assigaed statptory aqd N£C , „ , 
f unctioaw* thf issue of geojgfaphic namaa .involved saveral - 
departments and agencies outsifie of Interipr and CIA. 
recoounended that Bureau of Budgtt "&fiae itself pf the problem, " 

A staff study re thf Interios, propoeal signed by Capt. Knowles and 
Mr. Guthe said "it is difficult t o aee ^ow GLA could accept as a matfex 
of common cpncera responsibilities which traascead the iateiUge ace field. " 
Also, "fthas been our positipn to.fulfiil this respoasibiiity ooly to the point 
where a self-supporting BGN public gazetteer program can eventually take 
over and service both government and public needs. " 


s 4. The Gazetteers, now on a maintenance basis, quite properly 

must be regarded as a service of common concern. Their publication is 
unrelated to the substance of the NIS Program. Should further publication 
of gazetteers be considered vital to the intelligence comrnunity, and this 
would need to be demonstrated, consideration should be given to other 
fundipg arpangements. If the primary consumer intere st ia the Department 
of befense,’ perhaps it should assume the cost. If the interest is more 
widespread the cost couid be apportioned accordingly. Tbe Army Map 
j Service must be considered an appropriate locus of this responsibility. 
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AMS follpw* BCW f^reXga poiicyiuwi u»er of 

foreiga iv*rr,«» in it* prodtuctioa pf ncapa. To fiw #xte»t tUat comm«aity-- 
Wid* retmfromente «i*t. tix®y P9uW b® ch*wi*d to AVS fo» iacorporation 
and thu?avoild inclaeioA cxf *oieiy Do£> op®f*tWaal r^uiromfota- AUo, 
the pepajrtment ol Stato h&s 0 prinsory reepoaaihUity 4n tpattef ® relating 
to ioreigo areae ao4 ha y.rp »iateiae4 en iat*xe*t in th# iormaiatioa of 
foxeiga geogxophic aanue poiicy. PubU^**iecopiea of ti>e gM^teer* 
*xfTw2«£ avaflahi* through tho CPC; poseiUf thi* be A* wtciusive 

meeae of di«»emiu»tioo. Xbe ie**t eppropriete *n*»oe of fuadiog ie 
assignment of geeetteer coete to pBl. 
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